[The demonstration of the patency of the uterine tubes with color-coded duplex sonography in combination with ultrasonic contrast media].
Tubal patency was studied in 17 sterile women by means of colour-coded duplex sonography (CCDS) with local injection of an ultrasonic contrast medium. The results were compared with a conventional hysterosalpingogram. CCDS demonstrated all the soft tissues and their mobility. The ultrasonic contrast medium was SH U 454 (Schering). The colour signals generated by the air bubbles makes it possible to demonstrate tubal patency on both sides. The combination of an ultrasonic contrast medium and CCDS provides a simple, rapid, accurate and safe method for demonstrating tubal patency. Tubal patency can be demonstrated in the presence of anatomical complications and requires only a small amount of contrast medium.